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Comfort for Dark Days 


“Whatsoever ye shall ask in my 
name, that will I do, that the Fa- 
ther may be glorified in the Son” 
(John 14:13). 
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SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
requests received in every mail from 
Africa. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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Stewardship doesn’t mean giving your 
money away and leaving yourself 
without sufficient income. 


SALVATION ARMY 
ANNUITIES 


provide a continuing lifetime income 
for you and also for a survivor if 
desired. Yet you have the joy of 
knowing your money is in the hands 
of a Christian organization. 


The gift will be used to help other 
people find physical and spiritual sus- 
_ tenance. 


Rates up to 7.4% on a single life 
agreement. Write for details. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, December 13 


2. Prophetic Spotlights 
(Isa. 7:14; 9:6, 7; 53:3-12) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

AST week we looked at some of the 
road signs that God set up to point 
men to the coming of a Redeemer. 
Many of these signs were indefinite as 
to the time when and the place in 
which this Redeemer would appear 
among men and they merely served to 
prompt men to watch for and expect 
His coming. Others, however, were 
quite definite and focused, as it were, 
spotlights on the manner of His com- 
ing and the place where this marvelous 
event was to take place, and they re- 
vealed many details concerning His life 
and death. But with all of this there 
were only a few -who really were ex- 
pecting Him when He came, and even 
after He had proclaimed Himself, only 
a few of those who should have recog- 
nized from their Scriptures that this 
was their Messiah believed in Him and 
joyfully accepted Him. 
b-4 
This week we are to consider some of 
these spotlights that were focused by 
God’s prophets of old upon the coming 
One to prepare mankind for the Sav- 
iour and to cause men to believe in 
Him and long for Him. 


ye 

One of these spotlights will be found 
in Isaiah 7:14. Here Isaiah tells, by in- 
spiration, of the manner of the Saviour’s 
birth. It was to be a -miraculous birth, 
for He was to be born of a virgin, and 
this, Isaiah says, was to be a “sign.” 
There are those today who would have 
us believe that Isaiah meant merely 
that He was to be born of a young 
woman, not necessarily a virgin. How- 
ever, if it was merely a young woman 
who was to bear a child, this would be 
no sign that would attract men’s at- 
tention, for thousands of young women 
bore male children after Isaiah wrote 
his prophecy. However, when we turn 
to Matthew’s Gospel, chapter 1, verses 
18 to 25, we read in detail how God 
fulfilled this prophecy of Isaiah. 

Se 

In the same manner, the name by 

which Isaiah said this Redeemer was to 


be called applies to a specific person 


and not to an indefinite number of chil- 
dren who were to be born. The name, 
Immanuel, means “God with us,” and 
the first chapter of John’s Gospel ex- 
plains how completely this term applied 
to the Lord Jesus and no other person. 
+4 

Another spotlight shown through in- 
spiration by the Prophet Isaiah lights 
UP ce of CY. the Saviour’s first coming 
p down through the cen- 
second coming which is 
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yet future. The several names that 
Isaiah gives this coming One are all 
true of Him in His first advent, but 
God has not yet given to the Lord Jesus 
the throne of David. That term is not 
a symbolic one, but is real, just as 
surely as would be the term “the throne 
of England” today. The Lord Jesus 
has not yet occupied the throne of 
David but He will when He comes 
again to reign in Jerusalem over the 
whole earth. 


ve 

The third spotlight mentioned by our 
topic references as shining forth from 
Isaiah’s prophecy is found in the 53rd 
chapter, verses 3 to 12. This prophecy 
revealed a great truth that many Jews 
of old missed and to which many Jews 
today are completely blind. They read 
the prophecies of the glorious reign of 
their Messiah and completely miss what 
is said of His humiliation and suffering 
and death for the sin of the world. 
Here in the 53rd chapter of Isaiah we 
find an account of the circumstances 


(Continued on page 923) 
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Lesson 11.—Peter’s Broadening Ministry. 
Acts 9:32 to 11:18. 
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There Is a Friend 
By C. A. Lufburrow 


“I will never leave thee, nor forsake 
thee’ (Heb. 13:5). 
ESUS came to meet them 
Walking on the sea, 
When the angry waves 
Their ship would fill. 
Since they could not quell them, 
He must needs dispel them, 
Only He could tell them 
“Peace, be still.” 


*When it’s dark and dreary 

He is always near; 

Sickness, trials, trouble 
May o’ertake; 

Wounds may pain and grieve us, 

Even friends deceive us, 

He will never leave us, 
Nor forsake. 


ve 


Four Divine Object Lessons 


Christ taught four object lessons 
of which we do well to remind our- 
Selves frequently. These were brought 
before the staff of the Sunday School 
Times in an impressive way at one of 
their Monday Prayer Meetings recently 
by Mr. Gerald Gregson of the Scripture 
Union. All who know him enjoy the 
cheerful, buoyant way in which he talks 
of the things of the Lord. Like George 
Whitefield he commends Christianity by 
his cheerfulness.’ Mr. Gregson said that 
Christ took a child and taught sim- 
plicity: “And he took a child, and set 
him in the midst of:them:' and when 
he had taken him in his arms, he said 
unto them, Whosoever shall receive one 
of such children in my ‘name, receiveth 
Mme: and whosoever shall receive me, 
Teceiveth not me, but him that sent me” 
(Mark 9:36, 37).. “And said, Verily I 





“Hitherto 
hoth the Lord 
helped us" 






say unto you, Except ye be converted, 
and become as little children, ye shall 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven” 


(Matt. 18:3). He took a towel and 
taught service: “He riseth from supper, 
and laid aside his garments; and took 
a towel, and girded himself. After that 
he poureth water into a bason, and be- 
gan to wash the disciples’ feet, and to 
wipe them with the towel wherewith 
he was girded” (John 13:4, 5). He took 
the loaves and fishes and taught sup- 
ply: “Then he took the five loaves and 
the two fishes, and looking up to 
heaven, he blessed them, and brake, and 


we 


gave to the disciples to set before the 
multitude” (Luke 9:16). He took the 
cup and taught sacrifice: “And he took 
the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it 
to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; for 
this is my blood of the new testament, 
which is shed for many for the re- 
mission of sins” (Matt. 26:27, 28). 
Speaking of supply, Mr. Gregson also re- 
ferred to that very well-known verse: 
“But my God shall supply all your 
need according to his riches in glory 
by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). How- 
ever we may grow in grace and in the 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
we still need to recall these lessons 
that He taught His disciples. There is 
not only challenge but comfort in every 
one of them, as we think of the com- 
plete trustfulness and dependence of a 
little child; of the example of the Lord 
Jesus in washing His disciples’ feet; of 
how He can and will supply our needs; 
and of how He gave all for our sakes 
that our sins might be forgiven. 


bd 


Have You Seen HIS Star? 


By Vance Havner 


NEWS reporter said recently: 
A “News is either about something 

changing or something unusual. 
Life, however, is largely about some- 
thing not changing and not unusual. 
Follow the news diligently enough and 
you will become stone-blind to the 
greater part of reality and to most of 
the values of living.” 

This is a word fitly spoken. It is easy 
to become so excited over current 
events that the temporary takes pre- 
cedence over the eternal. An evange- 
list said to me, “I get so worked up over 


* what is happening that I forget to 


preach the Gospel.” While wondering 
what the world is coming to, we forget 
Him who has come to the world. 

Once in a while I return to the hilltop 
where I grew up long ago. Far from 
city lights, I am amazed at how near 
the stars appear, how brilliantly they 
stand out in the dense darkness. 
Blinded by our little lights we do not 
see the stars any more. Our forefathers 
saw more with a candle than we dis- 
cover with a searchlight. Then, too, 
we are always exploding fireworks of 
one kind or another, political, social, 
even religious, and we never see the 
constellations for our own sputtering 
sparklers. And we have stars of our 
own: athletic, political, movie, and TV‘ 
celebrities. They go up like rockets and 
come down like rocks, sizzling like cem- 
ets across the sky soon to burn out. 
Fame is fleeting. Recently in a li- 


brary I saw beside the usual “Who’s 
Who” a new volume, “Who Was Who”! 
So soon we pass from hero to zero! 

The Word of God speaks of “wander- 
ing stars, to whom is reserved the 
blackness of darkness for ever” (Jude 
13). We deluded mortals hitch. our 
wagons to these misguided missiles, 
these false teachers and leaders and 
messiahs, blind leaders of the blind. 
There will be more of them than ever 
until the coming of Antichrist himself. 
Satan, the arch-deceiver over all, is a 
fallen star: “How art thou fallen from 
heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning!” 
(Isa. 14: 12.) 

When Jesus was born, the Wise Men 
saw HIS star. The Star out of Jacob, 
the Daystar, the Bright and Morning 
Star—He is no comet soon to fade. 
When our Lord spoke to the church at 
Thyatira, He dealt with Jezebel, a wan- 
dering star leading the church astray 
with a highbrow philosophy. They had 
tolerated her when they should have 
put her out. In His closing words, the 
Lord of the Lampstands urges the faith- 
ful. to hold fast what they have and 
then promises to the overcomer: “I will 
give him the morning star” (Rev. 2:28). 
The Morning Star is Himself for He is 
not only our Rewarder but also our Re- 
ward. 

Today the church is beguiled by 
Jezebelism, false doctrine, secularism. 
We must not let wandering stars de- 
ceive us. We have a Star. Let us be 
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faithful to the end and He will reward 
us with Himself. It is so easy to be 
occupied with the transitory and miss 
the eternal. We take the really great 
things for granted. The sun we accept 
as a matter of course, but let it be hid- 
den for a few days and what a differ- 
ence! Water is such a commonplace 
thing, but none of our fancy drinks can 
take its place, and without it men soon 
go mad. Who gives much thought to 
the air? But a few seconds without it 
spelis death. Health we take for 
granted until we have time to think it 
over in a‘ hospital bed. Nobody gives 
much thought to sleep until we are un- 
able to obtain it. So it goes. 

So we accept the stars as a matter of 
course. They are always there every 
night. God an’ the Gospel we take for 
granted. Bewildered by world crises, 
church conditions, and personal prob- 
lems, we watch the fireworks and miss 
the stars. “We see not yet all things 
put under him. . . . But we see Jesus” 
(Heb. 2:8, 9), so runs the Scripture. 
But we become so obsessed about what 
“we see not yet,” that Him we see not 
(1 Pet. 1:8). 

Change and decay in all around I see; 

O Thou who changest not, abide with me. 

To see stars we need a telescope. We 
can see more in a minute with a tele- 
scope than we can observe all night 
with the unaided eye. Nobody says, 
“How foolish to confine myself to that 
narrow tube’ when I have two good 
eyes of my own!” Yet men say, “I do 
not need the Bible; I will form my own 
ideas about Jesus Christ.” - The only 
correct view of the Bright and Morning 
Star comes through the telescope of 
God’s revelation. 

There never have been so many shoot- 
ing stars to divert our heavenward 
gaze. Jim Elliot, one of the martyrs 
in Ecuador, spoke of the “decentraliz- 
ing effect” of television and how he 
was impressed by the verse, “Turn 
away mine eyes from beholding van- 
ity” (Psa. 119:37). Church members 
come to the house of God on Sunday 
morning all out of focus because they 
have spent too much of Saturday night 
beholding vanity, watching misguided 
missiles and wandering stars. Some of 
them complain that they didn’t see 
much in the sermon. They wouldn’t! 

Not only does the Saviour shine as 
the light of the world but the saints 
shine with Him. We are “lights in the 
world” (Phil. 2:15) and “they that turn 
many to righteousness [shall shine] as 
the stars for ever and ever” (Dan. 12: 
3). His ministers are “stars” in His 
“right hand” (Rev. 1:20). Even the 
stars in the skies shall fall as untimely 
figs, but the galaxy of the Saviour and 
the saints endures. 

Be not afraid because we have gone 
into the satellite business and are manu- 
facturing stars. Everybody is looking 
skyward, but not at the stars or antici- 
pating the Lord’s return. .. . They are 
looking for Sputnik. One evening after 
reading frightening headlines and 
gloomy news reports and the scary 
predictions of columnists, I walked to 
the window where the evening star 
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shone brightly overhead just as always. 
In my heart I said, “Let men put their 
little satellites into space and send 
their doghouses around the earth as 
they will, ‘He that sitteth in the 
heavens shall laugh: [and] the Lord 
shall have them in derision.’ ” 
The stars shine over the earth, 
The stars shine over the sea; 
The stars look up to God 
And the stars look down on me. 
The stars may shine a million years, 
A million years and a day, 
But God and I will live and love 
When the stars have passed away. 

Sputnik symbolizes all that is fleeting 
and temporary, the sensational, glam- 
orous, lurid distractions that fill our 
firmaments. The news reporter was 
right. Follow the news long enough 
and you will be stone-blind to what 
matters most. 

The Prophet Micah lived in times 
not unlike our own. The good man 
was perished from the earth, crooked- 
ness prevailed in high places, no con- 
fidence could be put in closest friends, 
families were divided. But Micah kept 
his sights set on the eternal: “There- 
fore I will look unto the Lord.” No 
earthly fireworks or wandering comets 
obscured his vision. And we, like him, 
had better see to it that no Sputnik 
blinds us to His star. 

It is regrettable that little is said 
about the Wise Men at Bethlehem ex- 
cept around Christmas. The lesson is 
just as timely in July as in December. 
Besides, our Lord may not have been 
born anywhere near our Christmas sea- 
son. Be that as it may, the Magi set a 
good pattern. They saw His star, not 
some other. They came to where He 
was, and so must we, and none who 
come will be cast out. They worshiped 
Him, and we must bow before Him and 
confess Him Lord of all. They gave 
gifts, and we must give ourselves and 
all we have. They went home another 
way, and after we come to Him we go 
another way, not ours but His. 

Amidst our little lights, our fireworks, 
the wandering stars, the Sputniks, have 
you seen His star, and have you come 
to worship Him? 


we 


Notes on Open Letters 


A Criticism and Correction 


I was surprised and saddened to 
see in your issue of October 10th the 
following statement, “Even though the 
Lord Jesus laid aside His deity when 
He came to earth.” These words ap- 
pearing on page 787 in reply to'a 
question are absolutely and utterly 
untrue. As a reader of THE SUNDAY 
ScHooL, Times for many years I feel 
some retraction is necessary. Christ 
never laid aside His deity or He 
would not have been “God manifest 
in the flesh.” . 

He laid aside His glory but did not 
lay aside His deity. He could not 
commit deicide!—The Rev. W. M. 
Robertson, Pastor, Metropolitan Tab- 
ernacle, Vancouver, B. C. 


. Mr. Robertson is right and the Editor 


“worth remembering: 
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agrees that he was wrong and regrets 


having made the statement. He should 
have said that the Lord Jesus laid aside 


His glory, which is what. he really 


meant. - 


‘ 


Why the Slaughter of Heathens? 


A lady says she cannot believe that 
God ordered all the slaughter of 
Canaanites as recorded in the Bible; 
as Joshua’s battles, the wiping out 
of whole towns and not just enemy 


soldiers, and so on. She says that the’ 


Israelites falsely recorded that God 
ordered these battles. 

I told her, in part, that the idola- 
trous practices of the heathen were so 
offensive to God that He was justified 
in ordering their death. Also I be- 
lieve that judgment was not postponed 
as it is in these last days—An Idaho 
reader. 

We have been having quite a dis- 
cussion in Sunday school about why 
a God of love and mercy would com- 
mand that all the men, women, and 
children of the heathen nations should 
be slain. 

Isn’t there some place in the Old 
Testament that God says, “Their cup 
of.iniquity is full and they must be 
destroyed”? If so tell me where to 
find it—An Alabama reader. 


The problem of the lady mentioned in 
the first letter is principally one of un- 
belief—not believing what God’s Word 
says. The answer of her friend (the 
correspondent) is good as far‘as it goes. 
What many Bible readers do not realize 
today is that the idolatry of the heathen 
in Old Testament times involved vile, 
licentious practices which, when they 
are learned, spread like wildfire. An 
indication 6f what these were may be 
seen in Leviticus 18 where God said to 
Israel: “Defile not ye yourselves in any 
of these things: for in all these the na- 
tions are defiled which I cast out before 
you: and the land is defiled: therefore 
I do visit the iniquity thereof upon it, 
and the land itself vomiteth out her in- 
habitants” (vv. 24, 25). Commands to 
kill the Canaanites are found in Deu- 


-teronomy 7:1-5; 1 Samuel 15:3. 


Though by searching we may be able 
to find in the Bible good reasons for 
many of God’s actions, yet He is sover- 
eign and:is not required to explain all 
that He does. Here are three passages 
“Why dost thou 
strive against him? for he giveth not ac- 
count of any of his matters” (Job 33: 
13); “Nay but, O man, who art thou that 
repliest against God? Shall the thing 
formed say to him that formed it, Why 
hast thou made me thus? Hath not the 
potter power over the clay; of the same 
lump to make one vessel unto honour, 
and another unto dishonour?” (Rom. 9: 
20, 21); “The ‘secret things belong unto 
the Lord our God: but: those things 
which are revealed belong unto us and 
to our children for ever, that we may do 
all the words of this law” (Deut. 29:29). 

The Editors have made quite a search 
in several concordances, but have not 
been able to find any verse that says, 
“Their cup of iniquity is full and they 
must be destroyed.” 
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Ill. What Daniel's Prayer Cost Him 


Three demands that were made upon him 


antagonism and opposition of Sa- 

tan. Prayer according to the will 
of God will always arouse the activity 
of the Evil One. He will try to keep us 
from praying thus and seek to hinder 
the answer in the heavenly places as 
he did in Daniel’s time. 


D ANIEL’S. prayer stirred up the 


III. Tue Cost or His PRAYING 


We glory in the power and conse- 
quences of prayer as seen in the life of 
Daniel, but we must not forget that 
such praying has a high cost. The 
Book of Daniel reveals what it cost 
him to be able to pray like that. These 
demands upon one who would be vic- 
torious in prayer look in three direc- 
tions. 

1. Personal Purity. The success of 
Daniel’s prayer life was rooted in his 
resolute determination to maintain his 
personal purity. The key to the purity 
of Daniel’s life -was the fact that he 
“purposed in his heart that he would 
not defile himself with the portion of 
the king’s meat” (1:8). The food of- 
fered to him was connected with the 
idolatry of Babylon. As a deveut He- 
brew, living according to the demands 
of the Mosaic Law, he could not par- 
take of them and retain an undefiled 
conscience. He resolutely determined 
not te pollute his conscience by com- 
promise in the matter. 

Without wavering Daniel followed 
the path of separation. Therein lay 
the basis of his later greatness. The 
Soldiers who guarded George Fox, the 
Quaker, in the castle of Scarborough, 
said of him that “he was as stiff as a 
tree, and pure as a bell, we could never 
bow him.” The same was true of Dan- 
iel in early as well as in later years. 
It would have been easy for Daniel 
and his companions to compromise in 
the matter and excuse themselves by 
Saying that they had no choice in the 
matter. It would have been. natural 
to seek loopholes by which to excuse 
their failure. But Daniel bravely re- 
fused to resort to such practices. 

He who honors the Lord by a con- 
Scientious adherence to His Word in 
what men may lightly call “inconse- 
quential matters” or “minor details” is 
thereby laying the groundwork for the 
day when the Lord will be able to en- 
trust him with great spiritual respon- 
sibilities and opportunities. Christians 
cannot afford to play loose with what 
they are pleased to consider the non- 
essentials in the Scriptures. To do so 
is to compromise the integrity of one’s 
conscience and to lose the sense of the 
Lord’s gracious approval. The only 
way in which the believer can advance 


- in the truth of God and grow in per- 
.Sonal holiness is to maintain a good 


Conscience in every area of life. To 
allow one thing in our life to go un- 





By D. EDMOND HIEBERT, Th.D. 


This is the concluding article in the 

short series of three on “Learning 

To Pray From Daniel,” by Dr. 

Hiebert, who is professor of Greek 

and New Testament at the Men- 

nonite Brethren Biblical Seminary 
in Fresno, Calif. 








judged which we know to be contrary 
to the will of God is to set our feet in 
the path of spiritual decline. The in- 
evitable result is the deadening of our 
spiritual susceptibilities to divine truth 
and the Spirit’s leading. 

If like Daniel we would be successful 
men of prayer we must learn to ex- 
ercise constant self-discipline and to 
adhere closely to everything that we 
know to be the will of God for us. A 
self-indulgent, pleasure-loving man can- 
not be a man of prevailing prayer. 

2. Integrity Toward Others. Success 
in prayer also exacts a high cost in our 
relations to others. Daniel’s prayer life 
was consonant with the fact of his un- 
impeachable integrity and unwavering 
fidelity in all of his relations to those 
around him. He had no unworthy re- 
lations with king and state (5:17; 6:22). 
The hatred of. the enemies of Daniel 
toward him was not due to any error 
or evil on his part. By the holiness df 
his life and the unassailable integrity 
of his official conduct he rebuked the 
corruption of these officers who sought 
to enrich their own coffers at the ex- 
pense of the government. Their hatred 
led to their apparently successful plot 
to destroy Daniel. It was his sense of 
innocence in relation to them and the 
king that enabled Daniel to pray in the 
‘face of impending destruction. 

We cannot have unworthy relations 
or dealings with others, whether Chris- 
tians or non-Christians, and expect an- 
swered prayers. Personal integrity in 
our relations to our fellow men is a 
condition of effective prayer. “First be 
reconciled to thy brother, and then 
come and offer thy gift” (Matt. 5:24). 

3. Loyalty to God.. .Daniel’s exploits 
in prayer were baged on his unwaver- 
ing loyalty. to God. He had given his 
supreme allegiance to God and he al- 
lowed nothing to turn him~from it. 


The only charge the enemies could . 


raise against Daniel was his faithful- 
ness to his God, misinterpreted as dis- 
obedience to the king’s command (6: 
13). By a cunning appeal to his vanity, 
King Darius had been tricked into sign- 
ing a decree forbidding all prayer for 
thirty days except to the king alone. 
Thus there had been wickedly pro- 
duced a conflict for Daniel between 
his loyalty to God and his loyalt¥ ‘to 
the state. Confronted with the conflict, 
Daniel did not hesitate to maintain his 
supreme loyalty to God. “Now when 
Daniel knew that the writing. was 
signed, he went into his house;’-and 


‘ 


his windows being open in his chamber 
toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon 
his knees three times a day, and prayed, 
and gave thanks before his God, as he 
P did aforetime” (6:10): To have closed 
those windows to avoid being seen 
would have been compromise and cow- 
ardice. By his action Daniel clearly 
revealed where his loyalty lay. He re- 
solved to be true to God at any cost. 
Instead of looking at the enemies and 
the fearful fate that awaited him, Dan- 
iel looked to his God. That was the 
wise course of action. As Robert Mc- 
Cheyne used to say, “For every look at 
self, take ten looks at Christ.” 

Suppose you or I had been in Daniel’s 
position... What would we have done? 
Would we have concluded that it was 
expedient not to maintain our prayer 
practice as formerly for the next thirty 
days? Daniel might have concluded 
that it would be permissible for him 
to comply with this government regu- 
lation since it would expire in thirty 
days. But for him to have done so 
would have meant the condemnation 
of an accusing conscience, the certain 
loss of the approval of God upon him, 
and inevitable shame and disgrace upon 
himself in the end. Even his enemies 
knew Daniel well enough to expect that 
he would not do such a thing. 

It cost Daniel to be loyal to God in 
that hour of supreme testing. The cost 
of unwavering loyalty is always high. 
But in the hour when the price -is paid, 
in that hour the man of victorious 
prayer is made. The triumph of prayer 
is born amid the stress and strain of 
spiritual testing. 

Daniel’s loyalty to God made possi- 
ble a mighty breakthrough of divine 
power on his behalf. Not only was 
his steadfastness honored and rewarded 
by a miraculous deliverance, but 
the experience also called forth a royal 
and universal testimony to the living, 
steadfast, and eternal God (6:26). 

Daniel little realized at the time how 
much his loyalty and faithfulness meant 
to God, but the day came when the 
angelic messenger took him into the di- 
vine secrets (10:21; 11:2) and addressed 
him as a “man greatly beloved” (9: 
23; 10:11, 19). Daniel received the re- 
ward of his soul travail. 

The present is the hour of testing for 
the Church of God. God is waiting to 
see whether we will maintain our su- 
preme loyalty to Him in these distress- 
ing days; whether His Word will be 
held fast by us and His exhortations to 
prayer and service will be heeded; 
whether His truth will be adhered to 
against the variegated false teaching 
inspired by the enemy of righteousness; 
whether the work of world evangeliza- 
tion will be pressed in the face of ever- 
increasing antagonism; whether His 
own will prove themselves steadfast 
and loyal even unto death. 
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Daniel was willing to pay the price 
and became a valued and effective in- 
strument in the hands of God. We too 
must face the issue. Are we willing to 
pay the price, whatever the cost may 
be? The cost is always high but the 
results far outweigh the cost. The re- 
sults are an empowered and victorious 
life, the defeat of the powers of dark- 
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ness, the libération of the captives of 
sin, and the glorification of the name 
of God. 

Where are the souls who will dare to 
be a Daniel in these momentous days? 


Dare to be a Daniel, 
Dare to stand alone! 

Dare to have a purpose firm! 
Dare to make it known! 


FRESNO, CALIF. 


Il. God's Care in the Jungle 


A letter from Betty Elliot 


' 


HEN we reached the deeper sec- 
tion of the river where it narrows 
between overhanging cliffs, the wa.er 
was rushing furiously against us. The 
men had had the foresight to stop at. the 
last pinduk, (a very tall, very strong 
rush) stand, and cut heavier poles for 
the strain against the rising current. 
They slid the canoe cautiously along the 
’ very edge of the river, under the tree 
boughs, keeping out of the main current 
which would have carried us away like 
an eggshell. (They had no paddle—only 
poles, which would not have reached 
the bottom.) The river kept rising, 
until the men were forced to hack 
through the brush, which hangs low 
over the water, in order to haul the 
canoe through. By this time Val and I 
were both very cold, and the roar of 
the river, plus the stinging, relentless 
hammer of the rain on legs.and arms, 
and on the leaf “hats” was extremely 
wearying. I could not sit up straight 
because of the low branches under 
which we were passing, and the po- 
sition, with miné and Val’s weight con- 
centrated on my spine, was not a 
comfortable one. Then my “hat” kept 
catching on branches and_é getting 
swiped off, drenching both of us and 
causing a frenzy to try to retrieve it 
while watching the next bough on 
which I might hook my chin! The men 
kept leaping in and out of the canoe, 
now hauling it by means of brute arm- 
strength, now poling, now clawing at 
the vines which hung’ from the trees 
and thus pulling us forward, now push- 
ing from the stern, always taking great 
care lest the bow inch outwards and 
catch in the raging torrent, thus swing- 
ing us all into it (and Eternity, no 
doubt). Their leaping in and out 
rocked the canoe more than usual, and 
to keep one’s balance was something 
of a trick. 
elbows raw in this effort, I learned in 
my early canoe experiences! Once we 
had to cross a tributary which shot 
out from a canyon with terrific force. 
Gabriel first edged his way into the 
water, hanging onto vines, and, when 
they would no longer reach, he threw 
himself with all his strength across the 
rest of the distance and just managed 
to clutch a vine on that side. Hanging 
‘onto this, he-was able to grasp the bow 
of the canoe as the other men pushed 
it forward. 
Then at another point a _ cataract 
hurled itself down the rock face of the 


It’s easy to rub knees and. 


cliff, threatening to swamp us. We 
could not go behind it; we dared not 
get into the current. Somewhat the 
same tactic was used to solve this one, 
but it was all rather spine-tingling. 

Finally the river rose to the level of 
the tree branches, making it impossible 
to pass under them; the men dared not 
attempt another crossing at this point, 
though we had made a number of ex- 
citing ones earlier. The river was roll- 


-ing and boiling by now. There was no 


choice but to tie up the canoe and 
strike out on foot through trailless 
jungle. Gabriel led the way since he 
had the lightest cargo, and hacked a 
trail for us. The rain showed no signs 
of lessening and the forest was very 
dark. I was grateful for the change of 
position, and found that carrying Val 
piggy-back soon heated me up. (She 
can walk perfectly well on a trail, but 
is too slow when she has to climb over 
logs and under branches, etc. So, since 
our progress was discouragingly slow 
anyway, I carried her at intervals.) 
None of the men was familiar with the 
territory, so we made some needless 
curves, following the general direction 
of the river. Every so often we came 
upon a ravine with a swift stream to be 
crossed (Val crossed up to her neck 
several times), or a swamp, or a dense 
tangle of vines and low branches to be 
chopped through. But fortunately it 
was virgin jungle, which in this region 
means that it is more open than second 
growth. 

I prayed several times for protection 
from snakes. We came at length to a 
piata or overgrown chagra, (vegetable 
patch) which was solid brush with 
plenty of thorns. , (We were all, of 
course, barefoot.) Oswaldo was doing 
the cutting now, and suddenly he 
stopped, seeming as if all the spirit had 
gone out of him. A huge pitalala, the 
deadly fer-de-lance snake of the Ama- 
zon, was coiled a few feet from 
Oswaldo’s bare feet. In this region pita- 
lalas are usually only three feet long 
or so. This one was six or seven, and 
fat as a rattlesnake. No one wanted to 
attempt to kill it—a man died of snake 
bite here in Arajuno last week. Fi- 
nally Oswaldo used my Auca spear to 
pin’ it to the ground and then beat it 
with a stick. We examined the fangs— 
about three quarters of an inch long. 
“The Lord showed it to me,” Oswaldo 
said, I fervently agreed and thanked 
Him. : 
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At last we could see the Quichug 
houses across the river, and the sun 
broke through the clouds. It had been 
three or four hours since we left the 
canoe (my watch had stopped long be. 
fore) and the housés were a welcome 
sight. We shouted and eventually Dario 
poled across and took us to his house, 

What blessings are these: fire, roofs, 
hammocks, dry clothing! Bili fed us 
all a good hot supper of fish, wild boar, 
plantains, and manioc. We ate raven- 
ously, our first meal of the day, as we 
had had nothing to eat for breakfast, 
the Indians’ night lines having caught 
nothing. Val tore around outside play- 
ing with the little Quichua girls, with 
all the energy of a four-year-old, as if 
she’d been through nothing at all that 
day. I was bone weary and still very 
cold, so gratefully sank into my ham.- 
mock by the fire. Val finally came in 
and crawled into her blanket, spread 
on two banana leaves beside me. She 
slept the night through—I was awake 
a good part of the time scratching the 
bites of the night before (sand flies, 
which penetrate even a blanket) and 
trying to keep warm by a very small 
fire. The Indians were sleeping on a 
platform above, so I did not want to 
make too much smoke. But how often 
and how sincerely I thanked the Lord 
for His protection, and for the comforts 
of that humble Indian house during the 
night, only He remembers. 


We ‘eft at 630 next morning after a 
breakfast of chicha and bananas. This 
was Val’s first time on a really long 
trail, and she did famously, now whis- 
tling as she skipped along, now imitating 
the birds, now ‘pretending she was an 
Auca with a blowgun (using a hollow 
leaf stem about two feet long). Cross- 
ing the logs which serve as_ bridges, 
she stopped right in the middle, forcing 
me to stand trembling and terrified be- 
hind her—“Look, Mama—yaeyae! (Auca 
for’ fish)!’ —or “niwimumai—niwimu 
inkyaeru!” (“that looks like a niwimu, 
a species of fish—it must be a ni- 
wimu!”) Those slippery logs are noth- 
ing to her bare,’ light-stepping feet. 
She wanted me to hold her hand some 
of the time while walking on the trail, 
but this is difficult when walking single 
file. I held a stick; she held the other 
end. “I’m your little raggon [wagon].” 
This cheered her considerably. After 
the first half hour she began to fuss 
and want to be carried. I talked her 
out of it, and she soon got a second 
wind and I don’t know how many 
winds after that, for there were few 
complaints from there on, for the whole 
eight hours and forty-five minutes. 
Twice she said she would “like to sit 
down,” which we did, and once I dis- 
covered that her legs were being chafed 
by the elastic in her sunsuit, She 
stepped on innumerable thorns, stubbed 
her toes on rocks and pierced them on 
sticks like any good Indian, but hardly 
cried at all, kept going steadily and 
happily. Considering how many times 
she stopped to pick flowers, spot a bird, 
examine a snail shell or get herself 4 


new blowgun, I don’t think her time | 
was too bad—twelve or fifteen miles 
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in less than nine hours, through pretty 
rugged terrain, at the age of four—and 
barefoot. To say nothing of its being 
the third day of a rather taxing three 
days! ' 


Help for Sunday School Lessons 
in the Book of Acts 


HE International Uniform Lessons 

for the last quarter of 1959 have 
been in the Book.of Acts. They will 
continue in Acts through the first quar- 
ter of 1960. A valuable help for these 
lessons has recently been reprinted by 
the Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 
6, Michigan, at $3.50. It is “Pictures 
of the Apostolic Church,” by Sir Wil- 
liam M. Ramsay, first published as a 
book in 1910. 

Fifty of the fifty-two chapters in this 
book appeared originally in the lesson 
department in THE Sunpay SCHOOL 
Times in 1909, and they were written 
by this foremost authority on the Apos- 
tolic Age out of his vast classical knowl- 
edge and more than twenty-five years 
of personal exploration in Bible lands, 
and with his characteristic simplicity 
and candor and charm. 


Other books that will prove helpful 
in your lesson preparation for the first 
quarter of 1960 include: 


The Acts of the Apostles: Studies in 
Primitive Christianity. By W. H. Griffith 
Thomas. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; $1.) 

The Acts of the Apostles. By G. Campbell 
Morgan. (Fleming H. Revell’ Co., West- 
wood, N. J., $4.50.) 

Outline Studies in Acts. By W.H. Griffith 
Thomas. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich, $5.) 

Devotional Commentary on the Acts of 
the Apostles. By J. C. Macaulay. (Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, 
Mich., $3.) ‘ 

Lectures onthe Book of Acts. By H. A. 
Ironside. (Loizeaux Bros., New York 10; 


Any of the books mentioned above 
may be ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 1800 Arch St., Philadelphia 3. 
With each order of less than $3, please 
include 15 cents additional; and with 
each order of $3 or over, please include 
5 per cent additional for postage and 
handling costs. 
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Young People’s Prayer Meeting 
(Continued from second page) 


that surrounded the Lord’s first coming 
—the fact that He: would be despised 
and rejected; that He would know grief 
and sorrow; that He would be wounded 
for our transgressions and would bear 
the sin of many; that we would be 
healed by His stripes; that He would 
be silent before His tormentors; that 
He would be numbered with transgres- 
sors and make His grave with the rich. 
You will remember that the Jewish 
proselyte from Ethiopia to whom the 
Apostle Philip was sent, as recorded in 
Acts 8, was reading this very portion 
of Scripture when Philip met up with 
him. He did not understand its mean- 
ing and he asked Philip if Isaiah was 
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speaking of himself or another. It 
was then that Philip preached Christ 
from this very Scripture portion. 


bd 


There are many today who have dif- 
ficulty with the Bible and are puzzled 
by some of the things they read there. 
We should never lose. sight of the fact 
that God’s Word can be fully under- 
stood only with the help of the Holy 
Spirit. When we accept Christ as our 
Saviour, the Holy Spirit comes into our 
hearts to dwell and to guide us into all 
truth (John 16:7, 13-15). Only then can 
we fully understand spiritual things (1 
Cor. 2:14). As we realize how the Jews 
of old missed some of the great truths 
upon which God focused His spotlights 
of old, we may well ask ourselves if 
we are missing some of the great truths 
concerning the return of the Lord Jesus. 
There is a great danger that through 
carelessness and indifference or being 
occupied with other things we may 
fall into the condition of those men 
mentioned by the Apostle Peter who 
said, “Where is the promise of his com- 
ing?” (2 Pet. 3:4.) God would have us 
to be comforted and encouraged by the 
thought of the Lord’s return (1 Thess. 
4:18). He wants us to be purified by this 
hope (1 John 3:3) and to live soberly, 
righteously, and godly in this present 
world as we look for the Lord’s return 
(Titus 2:12, 13). Paul reminds us that 
there is a special crown that will be 
given to all believers who love and ex- 
pect the return of the Lord Jesus (2 
Tim. 4:8). Will you merit this crown? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Children at Home 





A Soldier's Bible Verses 
Founded on fact 
By Lillian M. Weeks 


669 CAN’T learn these verses,” pouted 
Larry as his grandfather came into 
the room. “What’s the use of learning 
them when I can read them out of the 
Bible whenever I want them?” 
“What is it you are learning?” asked 
Grandpa. 
“The One Hundredth Psalm,” an- 
swered Larry. “Our class is supposed 
to recite it next Sunday. Did you learn 


_Bible verses when you were a boy?” 


“Yes, I did,” said Grandpa, “and was 
I glad afterward. But suppose I tell 
you a story about something that hap- 
pened when I was a soldier.” 

“Oh, goody!” exclaimed Larry who 
was always ready to hear a war story. 

“It was when we were in France in 
World War I,” began Grandpa. “The 
German shells had been coming over 
pretty fast and, when night came, three 
of us—Tom and Harry and I—found 
ourselves separated from the others in 
one end of a trench. 

“We were afraid to get out for fear we 
would be hit. And it was dark and 
cold as we huddled there. I think we 
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were more scared than we wanted 
anyone to know, and we wondered if 
we would ever get out alive. 

“Suddenly Tom said, ‘Do either of 
you fellows know any Bible verses?’ 

“I spoke up and said ‘I do! When I 
used to go to Vacation Bible School we 
learned what we called the Bible Al-. 


phabet. A verse for every letter in the 
alphabet. I think I still know most of 
them.’ 


“‘Let’s have some,’ said Harry. 

“So I began, ‘A—“‘As ye would that 
men should do to you, do ye also to 
them likewise.” B—“Be ye kind one 
to another.” C—“Come unto me, all 
ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest.” D—‘“Draw 
nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to 
you.” E—’ I don’t seem to remember 
what I gave for E but I said, ‘I think 
maybe both of you know F. If you 


(Continued on page. 934) 
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Homely Hints to Young Mothers 


A series toming soon in the Times 


F YOU are a young mother, would you 
I not be glad to listen to one who had 
borne and reared ten children in a Chris- 
tian home? And would you not listen to 
her with heightened intérest if you knew 
that she herself came of an illustrious 
family whose name is a household word 
among Christians today and has been for 
more than half a century? 

The Times is happy,to be able to reprint 
an out-of-print booklet entitled “Homely 
Hints to Young Mothers on the Training 
of Their Children,” by Amelia Broom- 
hall, sister of Hudson Taylor. As most 
readers know, he was the founder of the 
China Inland Mission, which has been the 
fountainhead of his biographies and many 
other invaluable books that have brought 
untold blessing to Christians throughout 
the world. The booklet will be repub- 
lished in the TrmgEs, in a series of articles 
on the following topics: 

I. In THE Days or BABYHOOD 
II. LESSONS IN FAITH 
III. CONFIDENCE AND SYMPATHY 
IV. THE FOUNDATION OF RELIGIOUS LIFE 
V. How To MANAGE THE NURSERY 
VI. Hotmays anpD LONG EVENINGS 
VII. Grow1nc UP 


The series will begin in the issue of 
December 12. A twenty-two weeks sub- 
scription for $1.69 will bring readers this 
entire series and many other good articles 
beside. (The rate for Canada is $1.81.) 
Here is a good chance for subscribers who 
like the Times to send gift subscriptions 
covering this series to friends who would 
be interested in it. 

You may obtain a copy of “The Ampli- 
fied New Testament,” which sells for 
$3.95, without money cost to you, by send- 
ing in three new 22-week subscriptions at 
a total cost of $5, in the U.S.A. (in Canada 
$5.35, U.S.A. dollars). These subscriptions 
will cover the Amelia Broomhall series 
if they are so designated and sent im- 
mediately. Address all subscriptions to 
the Sunday School Times Company, 325 
N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 11. DECEMBER 13. PETER'S BROADENING MINISTRY 


Acts 9:32 to 11:18; printed text, 11:1-18 


Golden. Text.—Of a truth | perceive that God is no respecter of persons: but in every nation he that feareth him, | 


and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him.—Acts 10:34, 35 


THe Kinc JAMES Vesa 

Acts 11:1 And the apostles and brethren that were in 
Judaea heard that the Gentiles had also received the word of 
God. 

2 And when Peter was come up to Jerusalem, they that 
were of the circumcision contended with him, 

3 Saying, Thou wentest in to men uncircumcised, and 
didst eat with them. 

4 But Peter rehearsed the matter from the beginning, and 
expounded it by order unto them, saying, 

5 I was in the city of Joppa praying: and in a trance I saw 
a vision, A certain vessel descend, as it had been a great 
sheet, let down from heaven by four corners; and it came 
even to me: 

6 Upon the which when I had fastened mine eyes, I con- 
sidered, and saw fourfooted beasts of the earth, and wild 
beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air. 

7 And I heard a voice saying unto me, Arise, Peter; slay 
and eat. 

8 But I said, Not so, Lord: for nothing common or unclean 
hath at any time entered into my mouth. 

9 But the voice answered me again from heaven, What 
God hath cleansed, that call not thou common. 

10 And this was done three times: and all were drawn up 
again into heaven. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


vincing fashion. 


Verse by Verse 


explain his conduct. 


11 And,. behold, immediately there were three men already 
come unto the house where I was, sent from Caesarea unto 
me. 

12 And the Spirit bade me go with them, nothing doubt- 
ing. Moreover these six brethren accompanied me, and we 
entered into the man’s house: 

13 And he shewed us how he had seen an angel in his 
house, which stood and said unto him, Send men to Joppa, 
and call for Simon, whose surname is Peter; 

14 Who shall tell thee words, whereby thou and all thy 


. house shall be saved. 


15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, 
as on us at the beginning. 

16 Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he 
said, John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be bap- 
tized with the Holy Ghost. 

17 Forasmuch then as God gave them the like gift as ‘he 
did unto us, who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ; what 
was I, that I could withstand God? 

18 When they heard these things, they held their peace, 
and glorified God, saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles 
granted repentance unto life. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 
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He did so in con- pounded it by order...” Peter felt 
that his best defense against the charge 
of ceremonial irregularity was to tell 
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Approach to the Lesson 


HE Gospel advance began early 

to burst the bands of narrow He- 

brew nationalism. Soon it moved 
forth in mighty power to Gentiles in 
the regions beyond. 

But before this new surge two items 
were needed: God’s man and God’s 
mandate. 

Saul of Tarsus proved to be the man. 
Equipped intellectually and religiously, 
wondrously converted, introduced to the 
saints at Damascus and Jerusalem, he 
would soon begin a series of mission- 
ary journeys that would take him far 
out into the heart of Gentile lands. 

But what of the divine mandate to 
preach to the Gentiles? This was abso- 
lutely necessary. . For mahy of the He- 
brew Christians did not fully realize 
that the bénefits of redemption were 
intended for all mankind. . They re- 
spected and determined to preserve the 
“middle wall of partition” (Eph. 2:14) 
—rites, ceremonies, legalism—which 
separated them from the despised Gen- 
tiles. Were they not the chosen race, 
the covenant people of God? Who ever 
thought of taking Hebrew bread and 
giving it to Gentile dogs? (cf. ‘Matt. 
15: 26-28.) 

When the strict, exclusive Hebrew 
party in Jerusalem heard -that Peter 
had actually eaten in a Gentile home, 
preached to a Gentile audience, and 
baptized Gentile converts, they were 
furious. Peter was soon called upon to 


- tense, 


Acts 11:1.—“. the apostles and 
brethren .. . in Judaea heard that the 
Gentiles had also received the word 
of God.” When the “great persecution” 
scattered the church, the apostles re- 
mained in Jerusalem (8:1). Word 
reached them and fellow believers near- 
by that an unheard-of thing had hap- 
pened: Peter had actually proclaimed 
the Gospel to “unclean” Gentiles! 


Verse 2—“. .. when Peter was come 
up to Jerusalem, they ... of the cir- 
cumcision contended with him .. ~” 


“Up” is! used because Caesarea, where 
Peter had been, was geographically 
“down” at the seacoast. “Contended” 
(doubted, disputed) is in the imperfect 
ie., the debate was prolonged. 
“Of the circumcision” refers to those 
among the Hebrew Christians who 
clung most tenaciously to the Mosaic 
ceremonial law. 


Verse 3.—“Saying, thou wentest in to 
men uncircumcised . . . didst eat with 
them.” Peter’s opponents were more 
excited about his irregular conduct than 
about the souls that had been saved! 
Circumcision was part of the “middle 
wall of partition” (Eph. 2:14) separat- 
ing Jews from Gentiles. Some in the 
“exclusive party” in Jerusalem later 


took the next logical step: the new 
Gentile converts, they taught, should 
be circumcised (cf. 15:1, 5). 


Verse 4.—‘But Peter rehearsed the 
matter from the beginning, 


and ex- 


the whole story step by step. The 
record of events—especially the obvious 
seal of the Holy Spirit upon his visit 
to Caesarea—should quickly dispel his 
accusers’ doubts. 


Verse 5.—“I was in... Joppa praying 

. ina trance I saw a vision, A... ves- 
sel descend ... let down from heaven by 
four corners ... it came even to me 

. .’ Compare with 10:9-11: Note the 
four items of defense: (1) Peter’s ex- 
perience began with prayer; (2) he 
was granted an ecstatic vision; (3) 
the vessel originated in Heaven; (4) it 
approached him personally, as with a 
divine summons to action. Joppa, a 
seaport town, was 30 miles south of 
Caesarea. 


Verse 6—“Upon the which when I 


had fastened mine eyes, I... saw four- 
footed beasts of the earth .. . wild 
beasts . . . creeping things . . . fowls 
of the air.” The Mosaic Law distinctly 


forbade faithful “Jews to eat unclean 
flesh (cf. Lev. 11:1-31). The’ vessel 
Peter saw contained a varied assort- 
ment of unclean edibles! 


Verse 7.—“. .. I heard a voice saying 
unto me, Arise, Peter; slay and eat.” 
The command to act contrary to Mosaic 
regulations was of God! This was the 
crux of Peter’s defense. : 


Verse 8—“But I said, Not so, Lord: 
for nothing common or unclean hath 
at any time entered into. my mouth.” 
Peter’s protest was vehement. He re- 
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tized with the Holy Ghost.” 


Faeson for December: 13 


acted as negatively as his listeners 
would have done. He was as amazed 
as they would have been at the thought 
that his Lord was about to do some- 
thing new. . 

Verse 9—‘“. . . the voice answered 
me again from heaven, What God hath 
cleansed . . . call not thou common.” 
The divine rebuke overruled Peter’s 
objection. “Common” (koinon, Greek) 
means in universal, not in particular- 
ized. use; hence, from the viewpoint of 
separatist Jews, unclean. The cleansing 
efficacy of the Cross was not to, be 
limited to people of any one national 
background. 

Verse 10.—*. . . this was done three 
times... all were drawn up again into 
heaven.” The threefold experience 
guaranteed that Peter’s vision was no 
hallucination. The ascent of the vessel 
upward was a further reminder that 
the object lesson it contained was of 
divine origin. 

Verse 11.—“. immediately there 
were three men already come unto the 
house .. . sent from Caesarea unto me.” 
Literally, “three men stood before the 
house.” Their arrival at’ the strategic 
moment (1) indicated that the hand of 
God was in the whole affair; (2) pro- 
vided an interpretation of the vision— 
the men were Gentiles who must not 
be regarded as “unclean” or without 
the pale of God’s dealings. 


Verse 12—‘“. . . the Spirit bade me 


go with them, nothing doubting ... . 


these six brethren accompanied me. . 


' we entered into the man’s house.” ‘The 


“man” was Cornelius (cf. 10:1). Peter’s 
direction was of the Spirit: surely his 
listeners must be persuaded. Moreover, 
doubtless suspecting that suspicion 
would arise, Peter had brought six 
trusted witnesses to support his testi- 
mony. 


Verse 13.—*. . . he shewed us how he 


had seen an angel ... which... said 
unto him, Send men to Joppa... call 
for Simon Peter.” The whole 


transaction must have been of God, for 
(1) Cornelius had received a divine 
Message; (2) he was even informed 
as to Peter’s whereabouts and surname! 


Verse 14—“Who shall tell thee words, 
whereby thou and all thy house shall 
be saved.” The evidence was cumula- 
tive and compelling. .Peter’s “words” 
would be the instrument in introducing 
Cornelius and his dear ones to Christ. 
Just as Simon was persuaded by all 
that occurred, so should the apostles 
and saints in Jerusalem be convinced. 


Verse 15.—“ ... as I began to speak, 
the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us 
at the beginning.” Peter’s reference is 
to the outpouring of the Spirit at Pen- 
tecost (2:4). This was his supreme 
proof that the visit to Cornelius’s home 
was of the Lord. Clearly the Holy 
Spirit was no respecter of race. The 
blessings of salvation were available to 
all. 


Verse 16.—“Then remembered I the 
word of the Lord ... John indeed bap- 
tized with water ... ye shall be bap- 
Literally, 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


10. December 6.—Standing by a New 
Oe. | ee am TM Th | 


Next Week’s Lesson 


12, December 20.—Good News for the 
i). Luke 2:8-14; Acts 11:19-30 








“in” the Holy Ghost. Christ’s words, 
which, Peter dramatically quotes, are 
found in Acts 1:5. The seal of the Holy 
Spirit and the word of the Saviour: 
what further evidence was needed? 


Verse 17.—‘Forasmuch . .°. as God 
gave them the like gift as ... unto us, 
who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ; 
what was I, that I could withstand 
God?” And, by inference, who are you 
to withstand Him? Note that faith in 
Christ, in the case of Gentiles as well 
as Jews, is the invariable condition of 
receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Verse 18—“When they heard these 
things, they held their peace .. . glori- 
fied God, saying, Then hath God also 
to the Gentiles granted repentance unto 
life.” “They held their peace” is “they 
were quieted,” ie., “satisfied.” Peter’s 
unfolding of God’s plan for the nations 
was logical and persuasive. His ques- 
tioners capitulated, then began to praise 
God that the door of repentance, faith, 
and everlasting life had been flung ajar 
to all mankind. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


If this lesson were a melody it would 
have a major and a minor theme. 

The major theme is Peter’s visit to 
the home of Cornelius. This visit 
proved that it was the divine purpose 
to reach all men—Gentile and Jew alike 
—with the Gospel. The “one new man” 
(Eph. 2:15), the church of Christ, was 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HAT was the effect of Peter’s mi- 
raculous ministry in Joppa upon 
the people? 

2. What was Cornelius’s work, and 
with what unit was he stationed? 

3. What religious virtues did Cor- 
nelius possess? 

4. Name three items that convinced 
Peter that God had spoken to him in 
his vision. : 

5. What spiritual lesson did Peter’s 
vision teach? 

6. What blessing, according to Peter, 
did the Old Testament prophets declare 
would come to those who believe in 
Christ? 

7. What audible proof indicated that 
Cornelius and his household had re- 
ceived the Holy Spirit? 

8. To what did some of the breth- 
ren in Jerusalem take exception in 
connection with Peter’s visit to Cor- 
nelius’s home? 

9. How did Peter defend his con- 
duct? ‘ 

10. What was the effect of his defense 
upon his friends in Jerusalem? 


(Answers on page 933) 
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coming into being, “where there is 
neither Greek nor Jew .. .” (study 
Col. 3:10, 11). Lines of racial discrim- 
ination, so far as salvation is concerned, 
were being obliterated in the formation 
of Christ’s body on earth. 

Peter had earned a great reputation 
as a servant of the Lord. God had 
granted to him the gift of healing, and 
even of raising from the dead (Acts 9: 
32-43). But when he returned to Jeru- 
salem, some believers there seemed to 
be more upset by his dealings with 
Gentiles than thrilled by his miraculous 
exploits! 

Peter felt it essential to explain ex- 
actly what happened in _ connection 
with his trip to Caesarea. He wanted 
to win the Jerusalem saints to his side. 
He therefore carefully catalogued the 
sequence of events, showing step by 
step that God was behind the entire 
journey to Cornelius’s home. 

This was the cumulative evidence he 
presented. On his side: (1) the vision 
of the descending vessel; (2) the di- 
vine command to eat; (3) the three- 
fold occurrence of the vision and 
reiteration of the command. On Cor- 
nelius’s side: (1) the angelic vision; 
(2) the precise instructions as to how 
to reach Peter. In addition to all this, 
the exact timing: the’ messengers 
reached Peter immediately after his 
vision (11:11). And to cap it all, the 
Holy Spirit sealed Peter’s testimony in 


-Cornelius’s home by falling on his lis- 


teners (11:15). What further proof 
could one ask? God had _ indeed 
granted unto the Gentiles “repentance 
unto life” (11:18). 

But now the minor theme. The 
extreme group in Jerusalem—the le- 
galistic exclusivists—seemed to be 
temporarily satisfied with Peter’s vindi- 
cation of his visit to Cornelius. But 
they, or their sympathizers and suc- 
cessors, soon stirred up trouble in the 
church. Read Acts 15:1, 2, 24. In his 
epistle to the Galatians Paul deplores 
their dangerous but effective efforts 
(e.g., 1:7, 8; 3:1; 5:11, 12; 6:12, 13). The ° 
Jerusalem council (A.D. 50) was sum- 
moned to deal with the problem (Acts 
15:5, 6). It drew up careful instruc- 
tions in connection with the conduct 
of new Gentile believers (cf. Acts 15: 
10, 11, 19, 20). i 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Miracles wrought by Peter (Acts 9: 
32-43) 

2. Peter’s visit to and testimony in 
Cornelius’s home (10: 1-48) 

3. Peter’s explanation of his conduct 
(11: 1-18) 


Topics for Development 


A Revolutionary Move. The Jeru- 
salem saints were upset by Peter’s cere- 
monial irregularity in eating with 
Gentiles. It is hard for us to realize how 
sensitive they were in this area. The 
Jews as a nation despised the Gentiles. 
Saul of Tarsus could never have be- 
come “the apostle of the Gentiles” 
(Rom. 11:13) apart from a sound con- 
version! And recall that when much 
later he was defending himself before 
a raging mob (Acts 22:1), his audience 
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was patient with him until he men- 
tioned his divine commission: “Depart: 
for I will send thee far hence unto the 
Gentiles” (Acts 22:21). At that point 
they went wild with indignation (vv. 
22-24). 

The Gentiles were considered “aliens” 
and “strangers,” and as “having no 
hope” and “without God in the world” 
(Eph. 2:12). What brought Jews 
and Gentiles, two mutually exclusive 
groups, together? The “blood of Christ” 
(Eph. 2:13). Praise God for Calvary. 


Practical Applications 


The early Christians must have been 
quite hospitable. The converted Saul 
was entertained by one called Judas 
(9:11), and Peter found lodging in the 
house of Simon the tanner (v. 43). 
Judas and Simon, otherwise unknown 
saints, have their names forever in- 
scribed in the Word ‘of God. May we 
ever be as thoughtful and courteous 
as they in welcoming God’s people into 
our homes. 

Peter received guidance when he re- 
tired for prayer. The consecrated be- 
liever who spends time on his knees 
may expect to be led of the Spirit. 

Thank God that Peter was obedient 
and actually preached to Gentiles. Thus 
the way was paved for a wider min- 
istry to all nations. And thus ulti- 
mately many of us heard the Gospel 
and were saved. 

When Peter was called to account 
(11:1-3) he did not get touchy. He qui- 
etly explained his conduct and con- 
vinced his hearers. By the same token 
most of them did not remain stubborn, 
but had the grace to listen to his expla- 
nation! Is this not Christian courtesy 
in action? 

Golden Text 

Acts 10:34, 35—“Of a truth I perceive 
that God is no respecter of persons: 
but in every nation he that feareth him, 
and worketh righteousness, is accepted 
with him.” Do not remove these words 
from their context. No man is accepted 
for salvation except through the blood 
of the Cross. The emphasis is upon the 
words “in every nation.” The doors 
of salvation are clearly opened to all 
men. But those known for their true 
piety and morality are obviously nearer 
to the Kingdom than rascals are! 


Mepia, Pa. 
wy 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“But in every nation he that feareth 
him ...is accepted...” (Acts 10:35).— 
The memory text is very appropriate 
for this lesson. There was a time when 
the Lord Himself said, “I am not sent 
but unto the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel.” And again, “It is not meet to 
take the children’s bread, and to cast 
it to dogs” (Matt. 15:24, 26). And when 


He commissioned the Twelve, He said: 
“Go not into the way of the Gentiles, 
and into any city of the Samaritans 
enter ye not” (Matt. 10:5). 

Dr. G. Campbell Morgan thinks Paul 
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prayed this prayer of the Talmud every 
day for years: “Oh, God, I thank Thee 
that I am not a Gentile, that I am not 
a slave, that I am not a woman.” 

Since the death and resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus, there has been a great 
change. He bought the field, and 
“the field is the world” (Matt. 13:38, 
44; 2 Pet. 2:1); 
ference now (Rom. 3:9, 10, 22). 

After the vision of the great sheet 
and the thrice-repeated statement of the 
Lord: “What God hath cleansed, that 
call not thou common” (Acts 10:15, 16); 
Peter learned that “God is no respecter 
of persons” (v. 34). ; 

Orientals, who frequently use the ex- 
pressions, “save face” and “lose face,” 
must be interested in knowing that stu- 
dents tell us that the expression, “no 
respecter of persons,” in the Greek is 
really, “God is no ‘accepter-of-a-face.’” 

The commission now is to “all the 
world,” and “every creature.” “Repent- 
ance and remission of sins should be 
preached in his name among all na- 
tions, beginning at Jerusalem” (Luke 
24: 47). 

Peter used the word “whosoever” in 
Acts 10:43 to mean, Jew, Samaritan, 
or Gentile. 

Was it not Richard Baxter who said 
he would a good deal rather have 
that word “whosoever” than Richard 
Baxter; for if it were Richard Baxter 
in the text, he should have thought it 
was some other Richard Baxter who 
had lived and died before him! But 
the “whosoevers” of the Bible always 
included him as well as his friends. 

“Thou wentest in to men uncircum- 
cised, and didst eat with them” (Acts 
11:3).—Peter’s critics evidently thought 
they had a very serious charge against 
him. Before Pentecost, it would in- 
deed have been a serious charge; but 
Peter had been divinely taught and 
was ready to answer them convincingly. 
He rehearsed the matter from the be- 
ginning. 

He related his vision and the message 
associated with it. He told them of 
the angel appearing to Cornelius, and 
the fact that the Holy Spirit fell on the 
Gentile believers as He did on the be- 
lieving Jews at Pentecost. — 

King Solomon said, “A threefold cord 
is not quickly broken” (Eccles. 4:12). 
Be it said to the credit of Peter’s critics 
that they made no attempt to break 
the threefold reason he gave them for 
his going to the Gentiles... “They held 
their peace, and glorified God.” 

Dr. Griffith Thomas once said that 
the word “discerner,” in the Greek of 
Hebrews 4:12, should be _ translated 
“critic’—“a critic of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart,” and he added, “It 
is the only place in the Bible where 
the word ‘critic’ is found; and you no- 
tice -it is the Word of God criticizing 
us, and if we allowed the Word to 
criticize us a little more, we would 
criticize it a great deal less.” 

“Then hath God also to the Gentiles 
granted repentance unto life” (Acts 11: 
18).—Yes, the “middle wall of par- 
tition” that once existed between Jews 


hence, there is no dif-- 
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and Gentiles has been broken dow, 
(Eph. 2; 14). 

Notice again’ the wording of the 
charge against Peter: “They that wer 
of the circumcision contended with 
him, saying, Thou wentest in to me 
uncircumcised, and didst eat with 
them.” The Holy Spirit had this ing. 
dent and others like it in mind whe 
He inspired the apostle to write to the 
Ephesians, “Wherefore remember, that 
ye being in time past Gentiles in the 
flesh, who are called Uncircumcision 
by. that which is called the Circum. 
cision in the flesh” (2:11). For in. 
stances in which Gentiles were called 
“the uncircumcised,” see Genesis 34: 
14, Judges 14:3, 15:18, 1 Samuel 14:6 
17:26.. Evidently it was the worst epi- 
thet possible for a Jew to apply toa 
Gentile. 

Let us thank God that that type of 
name-calling is past. In God’s sight, 
and as far as the Gospel is concerned, 
there is no favored nation on earth, 
“God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son .. . that the 
world through him might be saved” 
(John 3:16, 17). “The Father sent the 
Son to be the Saviour of the world” (1 
John 4:14). 

Gentiles, as well as Jews, have been 
granted repentance unto life. 


See o’er the world, wide-open doors inviting, 
Soldiers of Christ, arise and enter a. 
Christians, awake! your forces all u 
Send forth the Gospel, break the A. f sin, 


oe is oe unto Me, 
i power is given unto Me, 
Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel, 
And lo, I am with you alway. 
—James McGranahan 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HYMNS 


_ “To God Be the Glory” 
“We've a Story To Tell to the Nations” 
“Just as I Am, Without One Plea” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy Heavenly Father, who art ever 
ready to hear the prayers of Thy chil- 
dren, we thank Thee for the many great 
and gracious things done by Thee in 
answer to prayer. Today we ask Thy 
help in carrying out our daily duties 
with faithfulness, for light in perplex- 
ity, for patience with vexing problems 
and provoking people, and for Christ- 
like love for the souls of men. For all 
yet ignorant of the Gospel we pray that 
the saving message might be taken to 
them soon. For those engaged in 
spreading the Word of Life we pray 
that they may be much prospered in 
their service.. May those who harden 
their hearts against Thee repent and 
believe on the Saviour. Let the needy, 
sad, and sick find Thy mercy, and may 
all who serve suffering and needy folk 
have Thy help. Open Thy Word to us 
now and use it to lead us all forward 
in the service of our Saviour. Grant 
these and all needed blessings through 
Jesus Christ, Thy Son and our Saviour. 
Amen. 
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After the Lesson—What happened 
the day that Peter the Jewish Christian 
entered the home of Cornelius the Ro- 
man officer was of great importance to 


you and me. That day God used Peter’ 


to open the door of Gospel blessing to 
the Gentiles, the nations at large. That 
day the Gospel started on its way to us. 
Notice that the story begins with two 
men at prayer. Peter was praying 
when God gave him the vision to pre- 
pare him to go to Cornelius. Cornelius, 
on his part, was praying when an angel 





WHEN MAN PRAYER 


THEN GOD 


GOES T 





WORK 








appeared and told him to send for 
Peter. Two men on their knees—and 
the door opens for Gospel blessing to 
flow out to Gentile people! 

Three seekers had their part in the 
events of that day: a seeking soldier 
of Rome, a seeking servant of ) Christ, 
and the seeking Saviour of sinners. 
Cornelius was seeking for more light 
and blessing than he could find in the 
Jews’ religion. Peter was seeking God’s 
will in carrying out his work of making 
Christ known. Unseen, but lovingly 
concerned, the ‘Saviour was seeking peo- 
ple who needed Him. He it was who 
brought Peter and Cornelius together 
so that he and ,his household and you 
and I and many more might find 
Him as our Saviour. Some of us, like 
Cornelius, need to find the Saviour. 
Prayerfully set yourself to find Him 
and you will.- Others of us, like Peter, 
are rejoicing in Christ as our Saviour. 
Pray that He may use you to help 
others find Him, and He will do it. 


Cacary, ALTA., CAN. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, we can thank Simon 

Peter for many valuable spiritual 
lessons, but let us today think of one 
that is not so much spoken of as others: 
it is his flexibility to ‘the promptings 
of the Holy Spirit. It developed after 
the Day of Pentecost when he was filled 
with the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:2, 3). 
Peter was flexible before that, while 
the Lord was with him in the flesh, but 
he was flexible to the promptings of 
Satan, which actually caused the Lord 
to call him “Satan” on one occasion 
(Mark 8:33). Peter had a stubborn 
will in those days. But after Pentecost 
he was a completely changed man, be- 
cause he listened to and obeyed the 
“still small voice” of the Holy Spirit. 
Our lesson today affords a fine demon- 
Stration of this, when against the 
tradition of the elders and his own per- 
Sonal life training, he took the Gospel 
to the Gentiles. Among other Jewish 
laws handed down by Moses there were 
two to which Peter rigidly adhered: 
namely, the separation of God’s chosen 
People (the Jews) from the® Gentiles 
(Lev. 20:24-26) and refraining from the 
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eating of “unclean meats” such as named 
in detail in Leviticus 11: 1-20. 

The test came while Peter was a 
guest of Simon the Tanner, in Joppa; 
he had gone upon the roof at noon to 
pray, when in a vision he saw “heaven 
opened, and a certain vessel descend- 
ing unto him, as it had been a great 
sheet knit at the four corners, and let 
down to the earth: wherein were all 
manner of fourfooted beasts of the 
earth, and wild beasts, and creeping 
things, and fowls of the air. And there 
came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill 
and eat. But Peter said, Not so, Lord; 
for I have never eaten any thing that 
is common or unclean. And the voice 
spake unto him again the second time, 
What God hath cleansed, that call not 
thou common.” This occurred three 
times, and then came the three men 
from Cornelius the Gentile centurion, 
asking that Peter come to his house 
and show him how to be saved. “And 
the Spirit bade me go with them, noth- 
ing doubting.” Right there Peter broke 
away from his lifetime training and 
his personal prejudice and obeyed- the 
voice of the Holy Spirit. It revolution- 
ized the preaching of the Gospel and 
opened the way of salvation to all the 
world. Peter was enabled to explain 
his action to the astonished and oppos- 
ing disciples in such a way that they 
agreed with him that it was the lead- 
ing of the Lord. 

It is a good thing, fellows, to be in- 
flexible and unmoved in matters of 
principle, but too often the “principle” 
is man devised and not Spirit guided. 
It would be an excellent practice, first 
thing each morning, when you wake up 
for the day, right there to ask the Holy 
Spirit to guide you through the day, 
that you may be alert to hear the 
“still small voice”—that you stay dialed 
to the Spirit’s wave length—so that you 
may not miss it and stumble in your 
own unwisdom or the “wisdom of men.” 

“And thine ears shall hear a word 
behind thee, saying, This is the way, 
walk ye in it, when ye turn to the 
right hand, and when ye turn to the 
left” (Isa; 30:21). 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ODAY we finish learning 1 Corin- 

thians 3:13.. Then we will review 
the first eight verses on the card “Our 
Works.” I will start each verse, and 
the first one who finishes itt correctly 
gains a point. I may start the same 
verse more than once in order to give 
another girl the opportunity to gain a 
point. ; 

Our last two lessons have been about 
Paul. This morning we will learn more 
about Peter. 

First we will read Acts 9:32-43.. Here 
are ten questions to answer as we read 


, these verses: (1) To what city did Peter 


come? (2) How long had Aeneas been 
bedridden? (3) What did Peter say to 
him? (4) What happened to -Aeneas? 





(13) 929 


(5) What was the result of this mir- 
acle? (6) Where did Dorcas live? (7) 
Why did the Christians there send for 
Peter? (8) Why did people mourn so 
much for Dorcas? (9) What did Peter 
do before he spoke to the dead body 
of Dorcas?/ (10) What was the result 
of this miracle? 

We do not have time to read Acts 10 
this morning. But here is the story of 
it for someone to tell next Sunday: 

CoRNELIUS CONVERTED 

Peter came to Joppa because a good 
woman named Dorcas had died there. 
In answer to prayer, God raised. her 
from the dead. Then Peter stayed 
many days in Joppa in the house of 
Simon the tanner. ~ 

One day, while Peter was there, God 
gave him a strange vision. Péter was 
up on the flat housetop praying. He 
became very hungry, but dinner ‘was 
not ready. 

While he waited, Peter saw in a vi- 
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sion an enormous sheet, knit at the four 
corners, come slowly down from 
Heaven to earth. In it were all kinds 
of animals and birds the Gentiles used 
for food, but which were forbidden as 
unclean to Israel. When a voice spoke 
to him, “Rise, Peter; kill, and eat,” 
Peter answered, “Not so, Lord; for I 
have never eaten any thing . .. common 
or unclean.” The voice replied, “What 
God hath cleansed, that call not thou 
common.” 

This happened three times before the 
sheet was received back into the sky. 

While Peter wondered what this vi- 
sion meant, three men came to the house 
seeking him. The Holy Spirit told him 
to go downstairs to them, and to go 
with them. 

Peter asked the men why they 
wanted him. They told him that Cor- 
nelius, a Roman centurion, had sent 
them. Cornelius was a God-fearing 
man, and good to the Jews. When he 
was praying, an angel told him to send 
to Joppa for Peter, who would tell 
him what he should do. 

The next day Peter went with the 
men to the home of Cornelius in Cae- 
sarea. There he found that Cornelius 
had invited many relatives and friends 
to hear the message Peter would bring: 
While Peter was preaching to them, 
everyone present was saved. They be- 
gan praising the Lord, and Peter com- 
manded them to be baptized. Some 
of the people saved that day may have 
been our ancestors! 

When the apostles heard that Peter 
had gone into a Gentile’s house and 
eaten with Gentiles there, they were 
displeased, for Jews did not associate 
with Gentiles. 

When Peter reached Jerusalem, they 
criticized him for this. Instead of get- 
ting offended, Peter patiently explained 
to them about his vision, and how God 
had told him to go with the men, hav- 
ing commanded Cornelius to send for 
him. He also mentioned how the lis- 
tening Gentiles were saved. When they 
understood what had happened, they 
‘glorified God. 

Now we will read Acts 11:1-18. Here 
are questions on these verses: (1) What 
did the apostles hear about the Gen- 
tiles? (2) How did Peter answer these 
criticisms? (3) What had Peter seen 
in his vision? (4) When Peter refused 
to eat this meat, what had God said to 
him? (5) How many times did this 
happen? (6) What men arrived at the 
door then? (7) Who told Peter to go 
with them? (8) Who commanded Cor- 
nelius to send for ,Peter? (9) What 
did the angel say that Peter would tell 
them? (10) After Peter told the 
apostles about the conversion of Cor- 
nelius and his friends, what did they 
say? 

If you knew someone who had been 
paralyzed eight years, and then sud- 
denly healed, wouldn’t that be wonder- 
ful? The healing of Aeneas was won- 
derful! 

The raising of Dorcas from the dead 
was even more wonderful. No one but 
God can raise the dead to life, and He 
did this miracle through Peter. 
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The third story in our lesson is most 
wonderful of all, for Cornelius and 
everyone in his house received spiritual] 
life that day through Peter’s message, 

Peter was given the honor of opening 
the Kingdom of Heaven to the Gentiles 
that day in the home of Cornelius, as 
he had opened it previously to beliey- 
ing Jews on the Day of Pentecost, 


FERNDALE, WASH. 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department a be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 

_ $25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1960 
my ! be had for 20 cents a copy, or §$2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address, 
Tombstone Snobbery.—God is no re- 

specter of persons (Acts 10:34, Golden 
Text). In the churchyard of an Eng- 
lish cathedral is an inscription carved 
on a gravestone of a woman who lived 
in the eighteenth century. After giv- 
ing the date of her birth and death, 
there are these words, “She was a 
cousin of the Duke of Bedford.” Think 
of putting that on a tombstone! Do 
you suppose God was impressed? Can 
you imagine that, on thé arrival of that 
woman at the pearly gates of Heaven, 
an angel went before her crying out, 
“Make way for the cousin of the Duke 
of Bedford”? We smile, and yet we 
ought to think on the many things on 
which people pride themselves which 
make no difference in God’s judgment 
of a life. With God it is not titles or 
money, or fame, or race which count. 
—From the~Christian Herald. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Recommended for Young Converts. 
—Gentiles had also received the word 
of God (Acts 11:1). A man said re- 
cently, “In my young days, when young 
people were converted they were often 
recommended to study. the Epistle to 
the Romans. Now they teach them a 
new chorus.”—Heard in a sermon. Sent 
by Elisabeth’ Edmunds, Hailsham, Sus- 
sex, Eng. 


Muddled Teaching.—Peter ... ex- 
pounded it by order unto them (Acts 
11:4). C. H. Spurgeon, in his Auto- 
biography, says: “I once learnt a les- 
son while fox hunting, which has been 
very useful to me as a preacher of the 
Gospel. Ever since the day I was sent 
to shop with a basket, and purchased 
a pound of tea, a quarter of a pound 
of mustard, and three pounds of rice, 
and on my way home saw a pack of 
hounds, and felt it necessary to follow 
them over hedge and ditch (as I al- 
ways did when I was a boy), and 
found, when I reached home, that all 
the goods were amalgamated—tea, mus- 
tard, and rice—into one awful mess, I 
have understood the necessity of pack- 
ing up my subjects in good stout par- 
cels, bound round with the thread of 
my discourse; and this makes me: keep 
to firstly, secondly, and thirdly, how- 
ever unfashionable that method may 
be now. People wilk not drink mus- 
tardy tea, nor will they enjoy muddled- 
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up sermons in which they cannot tell 
head from tail, because they have 
neither, but are like Mr. Bright’s Skye 
terrier, whose head and tail were both 
alike.’"—Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


How He Got\In.—And creeping things 
(Acts 11:6). I have heard my mother 
tell that when my own dear father was 
dying, this passage was running through 
his mind and he kept repeating, “A 
great sheet and wild beasts, and—and— 
and...” He could not seem to get the 
next word but went back and started 
over, and once more came to that same 
place. A friend bent over and whis- 
pered, “John, it says, ‘creeping things.’” 
“Oh, yes,” he said, “that is how I got in. 
Just a poor good-for-nothing creeping 
thing, but I got in—saved by grace.” 
No matter how low, vile, or utterly 
useless and corrupt or unclean, the soul 
that trusts Jesus is in the sheet let 
down from heaven and will have a 
place in Glory by and by.—From “Lec- 
tures on Acts,” by H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Hope for the Hopeless——What God 
hath cleansed, that call not thou com- 
mon (Acts 11:9). A young minister 
spoke one Sunday night in Whitefield’s 
Tabernacle. “There may be someone 
in my audience who is drink-ridden, 
lust-sodden, demon-possessed. If such 
are present, Christ can instantly save 
you!” -An incident occurred at that 
moment which electrified the minister 
and the large audience. A man rose 
and said, “Sir, I am that man! I am 
drink-ridden, lust-sodden, demon-pos- 
sessed! Is there any hope for me? Can 
your Christ save me?” The minister 
answered, “Yes, He can! God’s promise 
is sure: ‘Look unto me, ‘and be ye 
saved, all the ends of the earth.’” That 
humanly hopeless and helpless man 
came to Christ. “Old things ... passed 
away; ... all things... [became] new!” 
—From Bible Expositor and Illumina- 
tor. Sent by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, 
Sunbury, Pa. Prize illustration. 


Under the Same Control.—And he 
shewed us how he had seen an angel in 
his house, which stood and said unto 
him, Send men to Joppa, and call for 
Simon, whose surname is Peter (Acts 
11:13). The message Cornelius received 
and the lesson Peter received soon after 
were so in harmony no one could doubt 
that the two enterprises were under 
the same central control. Modern sci- 
ence would call this engineering. A 
large contracting firm was once en- 
gaged to tunnel a viaduct under a river. 
A workman ttiinneling from the right 
bank of the river was not aware of 
what was being done on the other side. 


He was amazed later to find that half 


the work had been done from the other 
end of the line. It was still more mar- 
velous when the tunnel was connected 


. under the river bed to find that the 


calculation had been so perfect, that 
there was less than an inch difference 
in the line of contact. He could only 
Treason that the same mind, and a won- 


derful mind at that, had planned both 
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operations—From Higley’s Commen- 
tary. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hills- 
boro, Kans. 


A Simple but Powerful Prescription. 
—Who shall tell thee words, whereby 
thou and all thy house shall be saved 
(Acts 11:14). Some years ago a woman, 
who tells the story herself, went to a 
famous physician about her health. She 
was a woman of nervous temperament 
whose troubles—and she had many— 
had worried and excited her to such a 
pitch that the strain threatened her 
physical strength and even her reason. 
She gave the doctor a list of her symp- 
toms, and answered his questions, only 
to be astonished at the brief prescrip- 
tion at the end: “Madam, what you 
need is to read your Bible more. Go 
home and read your Bible for an hour 
a day,” the great man reiterated, with 
kindly authority. “Then come back to 
me a month from today.” He bowed 
her out without a pened of further 
protest. 

At first his niin was inclined to 
be angry. Then she reflected that at 
least the prescription was not an ex- 
pensive one. Besides, it certainly had 
been a long time since she had read 
her Bible regularly. Wordly cares had 
crowded out prayer and Bible study 
for years; and though she would have 
resented being called an_ irreligious 
woman, she had undoubtedly become 
a most careless Christian. Her con- 
science began to trouble her. She went 
home and set herself conscientiously 
to try the physician’s remedy. In one 
month she went back to his office. 
“Well,” he said smiling as he looked at 
her face. “I see you are an obedient 
patient, and that you have taken my 
prescription faithfully. Do you feel as 
if you need any other medicine now?” 

“No, doctor, I don’t,” she said hon- 
estly. “I feel like a different person. 
But how did you know that was just 
what I needed?” For answer, the famous 
physician turned to his desk. There, 
worn. and marked, lay an open Bible. 
“Madam,” he said with deep earnest- 
ness, “If I were to omit my daily read- 
ing of this Book I should lose my 
greatest source of strength and skill. 
I never attend a distressing case with- 
out finding help in its pages. Your 
case called not for medicine but for 
sources of peace and strength outside 
your own mind, and I showed you my 
own prescription, and I knew it would 
cure.” 

This is a true story. The doctor has 
passed on, but his prescription remains. 
It will do no one any harm to try it.— 
From the Covenanter Witness. Sent 
by M. Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


A Greater Work for Peter 
(Acts 10:30-36, 42-44, 48a) 


O YOU like secrets, 


He kept for many, many years. 


Do you know the meaning of these far 


. 


especially ] 2003 
Christmas secrets? God had one U sate 
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“I have been using 
the Pilgrim Bible for 


seven or eight years... 


I never have any hesitancy in recommend- 
ing it as being the clearest and most under- 
standable reference Bible of them all.” 
—S. N. CasTLe, Vice President, Union 
Planters Bank, Memphis, Tenn. 


“| constantly find 
material in the 
Pilgrim Bible notes. 


which I have been unable to find else- 
where. I have recommended it to thous- 
ands.”—Rev. Pui H. Gisson, Pastor, The 
Village ne Burbank, Calif. 
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two words? (Write “Jew” and “Gen- 
tile” on the blackboard or place them 
on the flannelboard.) ‘You remember 
Abraham, who left home at God’s call 
to travel hundreds of miles to a new 
home? Read God’s promise to him 
(Gen. 12:1-3). What did God promise 
about a great nation? First there was 
Isaac, Abraham’s son; then Isaac’s son 
Jacob; then Jacob had twelve sons; 
Jacob’s sons had sons, and each son 
had more sons, and so on down the 
centuries till there was a great nation 
called Israel. (Attach pictures of some 
familiar Bible characters to the board 
beneath the word “Jews.’”’) 

Nearly all the people you learned 
about in the Old Testament, and in the 
New Testament, too, were Jews. And 
were they proud of it! “We have Abra- 
ham to our father,” they bragged (Matt. 
3:9; John 8:39). Throughout the Old 
Testament the Jews, or Israel as the 
hation was called, were God’s special 
people (Exod. 19:5, 6; Deut. 7:6; Psa. 
135: 4; Isa. 43:1; Amos 3:2). They called 
everybody else Gentiles—Egyptians, 
Greeks, Italians (Americans, too, if they 
had known them)—and would not eat 
with them or be friends, but they would 
do business with them. (Under “Gen- 
tiles” add pictures of people in other 
costumes, including modern whites, Ne- 
groes, Indians.) 

Look carefully again in God’s call to 
Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3) to find a hidden 
promise about Christmas being for Gen- 
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tiles as well as Jews. “In thee shall all 
families of the earth be blessed.” It 
was in Abraham’s family-nation that 
the baby Jesus was born! The shep- 
herds, Jews, came to worship Him. 
(Add picture.) But He was not just 
for Abraham’s family, the Jews, but for 
everyone in every family! All that was 
a big secret in Old Testament days, 
though God gave hints about it. He 
told it to the Lord Jesus long before 
He was born on earth on the first 
Christmas, and Isaiah told it to the 
Jews (read Isa. 49:6; 60:3). Remem- 
ber the Wise Men—Gentiles, princes 
(probably)—who came to worship the 
baby Jesus from far away? (Add pic- 
ture under “Gentiles.” 

But even Peter and James and John 
did not know God’s secret about that 
first Christmas Gift—that the Lord 
Jesus was for everybody, Gentiles as 
well as Jews—till one day Peter had a 
strange vision or dream. Who can tell 
about that? The vision did not mean 
that Peter was to eat snakes and tigers, 
of course, but what did it’ mean, he 
wondered. Then came a knock or a call 
at the gate—from Gentile men. What 
did the men want? Stanley may be 
Peter the Jew, and Gordon may: be 
Cornelius the Italian, and we will listen 
in on what happened at Cornelius’s 
house when Peter got there (Acts 10: 
28-36). Then Peter went on to tell 
about the Lord Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection, and ended up with—Stan- 
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ley (vv. 42, 43). You can find where 
Peter got that last bit about “whoso- 
ever” in Joel 2:32. You and I know 
another verse about the whole world 
and “whosoever,” John 3:16. : 

How did God show that He took these 
Gentiles to be His people? (Acts 10; 
44-46.) How did Peter show that he 
took them ‘in as Christians? (v: 48) 
“Of a truth I perceive that God is no, 
respecter of persons: but in every na- 
tion he that feareth him, and worketh 
righteousness, is accepted with him” 
(Acts 10:34, 35, Memory Verse). What 
have you done about Romans 15:7? 
Peter found some that did not approve 
at first (read the next chapter of Acts). 
So will we! Perhaps you can explain 
to them as Peter did. (Substitute for 
“Jews” and “Gentiles” classes or racial 
groups in your community.) 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


AVE you ever heard the expression, 

racial prejudice? It is a subject 
that is much talked of among grownups. 
If you have not heard of it, let me ex- 
plain what it is. Racial prejudice is 
the feeling of bitterness against another 
person because he is of a different race 
—or a different color. Here in America, 
in certain places, some white -people 
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| West Indies - South America 
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on the Canadian Pacific SS EMpPREss OF 
ENGLAND leaving New York February 17th, 
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of Spain, La Guaira, Curagao, Cristobal, 
Port-au-Prince and Havana. 
Sight-seeing arrangements will be com- 
pleted for this group at the Ports of Call. 
Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, a Director of the ’ 
Sunday School Times will conduct this 
group. Mr. and Mrs. Jaeger will accompany 


Kingston, 








the tour, throughout. 


Write. for itinerary and rates: Sunday 
School Times Co., Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Penna. 
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fown upon the colored people. In 
of Africa, the colored people do 
nt like the white people and even want 
fle missionaries to leave their land. 

You know, of course, that not everyone 
js like that. But there are some like 
hat in many places of the world. 

Racial prejudice is not a new thing. 
In the long, long ago, some groups of 
yople did not like certain other groups. 
The Jews, for example, looked down 
m the Samaritans. Today that would 
be called racial prejudice. The Jews 
ad Romans also were opposed to each 
dther. In the minds of the Jews, the 
Romans were “unclean.” That does not 
mean that the Romans were dirty. It 
does mean that the Jews thought of 
themselves as being better than Ro- 
mans. They believed that God loved 
them more than He loved the Romans. 
In their Jewish law they commanded 
that they were not to go near or to 
speak first to one of another nationality 
(Acts 10:.28). 

The Apostle Peter was a Jew. Cor- 
nlius was a captain of the Roman 
amy. Cornelius was different from 
most of the Roman people. He loved 
with his heart the God of the Jews. 
He taught his family to be religious. 
He gave much money to the poor. He 
prayed a great deal, and his praying 
was done at the regular hours of wor- 
ship that the Jews observed. He stud- 
ied the Old Testament. Cornelius was 
a good man, you may be sure. Ap- 
parently Cornelius had heard about the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God (vv. 
36, 37). And he wanted to know more. 
God knew Cornelius’s heart—as He 
knows the hearts of everyone every- 
where. So it was that, as Cornelius 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 927) 


. 1. “Many believed in the Lord” (Acts 
9:42). 

2. He was a centurion (army officer 
over 100 men) of “the Italian band” 
(10:1). 

3. He was devout; he feared God: 
he gave alms and prayed (10:2); and 
he was just (v. 22). 

4. The vessel descended and God 
spoke from Heaven; the experience oc- 
curred three times; Cornelius’s messen- 
gers arrived at exactly the proper time. 
5. That the Gospel is intended for 
all, Gentiles as well as Jews. 

6. “Remission of sins” (v. 43). 

7. People “heard them speak with 
tongues, and magnify God” (v. 46). 
8. He entered the home of, and ate 
with uncircumcised men (11:3). 

9. By explaining ‘step by step the 
way he had been led, and how the 
Holy Spirit had finally sealed his testi- 
Mony (vv. 4-17; especially vv. 15-17). 
10. Most of them were satisfied and 
glorified God (v. 18); others later con- 
tinued to disagree with Peter’s position 
(e.g., 15:1, 5). 
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prayed, God sent an angel to him. 
Through the angel, God told Cornelius 
to send for Peter. He told him exactly 
where Peter lived. At once Cornelius 
sent his soldiers to Peter. He knew 
that Jewish Peter would not want to 
have anything to do with him. But, 
because he loved God, Cornelius obeyed 
God and sent for Peter. | 

The-next day as the messengers were 
on their way to the city where Peter 
was, Peter was having his noonday 
prayers. Right then God spoke to him 
and showed him something that made 
Peter realize that in God’s sight there 
is no such thing as a difference of peo- 
ple. All are alike to God. At first 
Peter disagreed with God, saying, “Not 
so, Lord.” Soon, however, he realized 
that God spoke only the truth. 

Even before his prayer time was fin- 
ished, Cornelius’s soldiers marched up 
to Peter’s gate. God’s Holy Spirit spoke 
to, Peter, commanding: “Three men are 
looking for you! Get up and go below 
and go with them without any hesita- 
tion, for I have sent them.” Peter 
obediently went down to the men and 
said, “I am the man you seek; what is 
the purpose of your coming?” 

The men replied, “Cornelius who is 
God-fearing and obedient, and well 
spoken of by the whole Jewish nation, 
has been instructed by a holy angel to 
send for you to come to his house. He 
has received a warning to listen to and 
act upon what you have to say.” 
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Peter invited the soldiers to spend 
the night with him. The next day he 
and some of the other believers hurried 
off toward Cornelius’s city. They had 
a long journey, finally arriving the fol- 
lowing day. When they got there, Cap- 
tain Cornelius and his relatives and 
intimate friends were waiting for him. 

Peter asked immediately why Cor- 
nelius had sent for him. So Cornelius 
explained that he had done so in obe- 
dience to God who had promised to help 
him. Cornelius concluded, “Now we 
are all present in the sight of God to 
listen to all that you have been in- 
structed by the Lord to\ say:” You 








Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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“*Brooks books have been a real help to me as a missionary 
for 18 years and\Propliecy Monthly is a spiritual treat.” Peru. 
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know, of course, that at once Peter 
explained how Captain Cornelius and 
the others could be saved. And before 
long, they were born into the family of 
God—led to Him by Peter who knew 
from then on that God is no respecter 
of persons. He loves everyone! Do 
you? 
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A Soldier's Bible Verses 


(Continued from page 923) 


do, say it with me. “For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.”’ 

“My mother taught me that,’ said 
Tom. ‘Does it mean that God loves 
me?’ 

“I answered, ‘My teacher taught me 
to say it by putting my name instead 
of “world” and “whosoever.” ’ 

“So Tom said it again. ‘“God so 
loved Tom, that he sent his only be- 
gotten Son, that Tom who believeth 
in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” That’s wonderful,’ he 
said slowly. ‘I do believe. Even if a 
shell does get me I will still have 
eternal life,’ and we had a little prayer 
meeting, and Harry believed, too. 

“Before morning the shooting had 
stopped and we were able to get back 
to our company.” ° 

“Thanks, Grandpa,” said Larry so- 
berly. “That was a fine story. And 
now I am going to study my verses.” 
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Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With'each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 


Pictures of the Apostolic Church. By 
Wm. M. Ramsay. (Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $3.50.) This re- 
print of an edition published in 1910 
consists of fifty-two chapters, fifty of 
which were prepared for THE SUNDAY 
ScHoo., TIMEs as one of its lesson helps 
on the International Uniform Lessons 
for 1909. The author was one of the 
foremost authorities on tke Apostolic 
Age, and wrote out of a vast classical 
knowledge and more than twenty-five 
years of personal exploration in Bible 
lands. He has writen here in his char- 
acteristic style with simplicity and can- 
dor and charm. Preachers and teachers 
and Sunday school workers alike will 
find Dr. Ramsay’s book excellent read- 
ing and just as fresh and helpful as 
when these chapters were originally 
prepared for teachers of the Interna- 
tional Lessons. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
ssons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 7 to 13 


Mon.—Acts 9:32-43. Peter at Joppa. 
PRAYER SuccestTions: “And forasmuch 
as Lydda was nigh to Joppa, and the 
disciples had heard that Peter was 
there, they sent unto him two men, 
desiring him that he would not delay 
to come to them.” Note the particular 
providences in this interesting account 
of Peter’s visit to Joppa. God-guided 
men they were in those early days of 
the Church. The leading of the Spirit 
was evident in all of life and service. 
It. is great to know God as author and 
finisher of Christian ministries. The 
secret? Absolute surrender. It was 
so with Peter. (Note his crisis mo- 
ment mentioned in John 21:15-17.) Has 
the Lord your wholehearted love? 
Then He will have your devoted, obe- 
dient service. Pray for New York Gos- 
pel Mission to the Jews, Inc., New York 
City. 
Tues.—Acts 10:1-16. Truth in a Dream. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Peter went up 
upon the housetop to pray.” During 
his little nap on the housetop, God 


gave Peter a potent dream in prepa-: 


ration for important divine orders 
involving the salvation of Centurion 
Cornelius and his household. Note that 
Peter was in a place of retirement at 
the time. Do you have quiet times with 
the Lord? At such times the Lord 
draws near to His servants. If you 
want God to give you tokens of His 
interest in you and your work, then 
get alone with Him as often as you 
can. Pray for Japan Evangelistic Band, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Wed.—Acts 10:17-33. The Truth Applied. 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “While Peter 
thought on the vision, the Spirit said 
unto him, behold, three men seek thee. 
Arise therefore, and get thee down, 
and go with them, doubting nothing: 
for I have sent them.” God uses dif- 
ferent methods in getting His servants 
to do His righteous. will. He unfolds 
His purpose sometimes little by little, 
as was the case with Peter: God’s ac- 
commodation to our human frailty is 
wonderful. Observe how the Lord 
dissolved Peter’s prejudices against Gen- 
tiles in preparation for this special mis- 
sion. We all could do much more good 
if we would let God teach and direct us. 
Prayer times are the best times for hear- 
ing God’s voice. Pray for Ramabai 
Mukti Mission, Kedgaon, India. 
Thurs.—Acts 10:34-48. 
Peter Accepts the Truth. 


PRAYER SvucGcesTions: “Then Peter 


‘ opened his mouth, and said, of a truth 


I perceive that God is no respecter of 
persons: but in every nation he that 
feareth him, and worketh righteousness, 
is accepted with him.” The importance 
of Peter's acceptance of divine truth 
relative to Jewish Gospel ministries to 
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Gentiles may be seen at a glance by 
noting what is said of. it in Acts 11:1. 
18. Even the Christian council at Jery. 
salem had to learn that the Gentile 
were to have much consideration in the 
Age of Grace (see Acts 15:5-22). Do 
you have a Christian attitude toward 
the evangelization of the heathen? Pray 
for Dohnavur Fellowship, Dohnavur, 
South India. ’ 


Fri—Isaiah 55:3-1. - 
Let the Nations Be Glad | 


PRAYER SvuGcEsTions: “Behold, thg 
shalt call a nation that thou know 
not, and nations that knew not 
shall run unto thee because of the 
thy God, and for the Holy One of Is) 
for he hath glorified thee.” The Lor 
predictions concerning days of salvati 
for multitudes should move all devo 
people to prayer for this mighty sou 
saving service. The immense ingath 
ings of souls into the fold of Chri 
predicted in Scripture, should lead a 
who love the Saviour to aid in promo 
ing the salvation of millions. As. 
near the end of the age, we should 
pect the Lord to do great things :| 
the salvation of multitudes (see ts 
2:17-21). Pray for China, Inland 
sion, Philadelphia. 


Sat.—Romans 9:22-30. ee | 
Salvation Is for / 


PRAYER SuccesTions: “And that hey ® 
might make known the riches of hig® 
glory on the vessels of mercy, which) 
he had afore prepared unto glory. 
us, whom he hath called, not of they 
Jews only, but also of the Gentiles”) @ 
Salvation is for all, on God’s tend 
terms. The blood of the Lord Jesugy 
was shed for the sins of the wholey@| 
world. Christ died for all. He is noweg 
willing that any should perish; buy gy 
nevertheless, millions will never see th 
Kingdom of God. And, alas, beca 
of the laxity of many professing C 
tians, loved ones will likely m 
Heaven. It behooves all of us who are 
Christians so to live and labor that non 
will be excluded from Heaven on ate 
count of our failure to please God 
Pray for Sudan Interior, Mission, New 
York City. : 


Sun—John 10:9-16. ; 
“Other Sheep I Have.” 
PRAYER SuGcesTions: “Other sheep & 
have, which are not of this fold: them 
also I must bring, and they shall hear) 
my voice; and there shall be one fold, 
and one shepherd.” Thank God for th 
great number of missionaries out if 
the “wilderness” looking for other sheep ™ 
needing the Good Shepherd’s care. But 
with the thousands seeking the lost” 
there are hundreds of thousands of” 
Communists seeking to gather’ them 
into the Communist fold. There never 
was a greater need for a missionary 
revival than at this moment. But the 
weapons must be spiritual, not carnal, 
in order to be “mighty through God to 
the pulling down of strong holds” (2 
Cor. 10:4). Ask the Lord to lay upon 
your heart a burden for the souls in 
the darkness of heathenism. Pray for. 
Latin America Mission, Bogota, N. J 
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